














two functions of consciousness: memory and imagination. Although
1 remember past events and can imagine future ones, we can only
ce the past and the future as artifacts of our conscious present.
llows that time (the immediate present) is perpendicular to con-
ousness because memory (the past) and imagination (the future) are
components of the psyche. Therefore, if time is a dimension, then
SO is consciousness, because they are existentially inseparable.

- Using the equation that each “higher™ dimension is perpendicular
fo the one “below” it (these are three-dimensional concepts, but the
e transcends its description), we can say that consciousness and
time are perpendicular to space, and are therefore multidimensional
Phe.nomen& This brings us back to the shamanic model of the psyche,

W!h?lehwgm now see as a more precisely differentiated description of
human awareness than any provided by Western psychology.

8, “Ins“mmalryf ‘Our familiar three-dimensional reality is called the
‘Middle World” in the shamanic model. Both the Lower and Upper

Worlds are internal dimensions that are entered via altered states of

consciousness. Because hyperspace is perpendicular to ego awareness,

consciousness is the bridge that links all of the worlds together. Access
to these inner dimensions is dependent on many factors. Everyone
enters them while dreaming, but hypnosis, meditation, severe stress,
and many other catalysts, including psychedelic drugs, can also provide
admittance. For the purposes of this book, we will concentrate on con-
scious shamanic intent in conjunction with psychotropic plants as our
method of entry into hyperspace. But first, having differentiated the
territory, we must further examine its structure and contents. ‘

Chapter Three
The Experience of Many Worlds

A common thread seems to connect all shamans across the
planet. ... That this commonality cuts across seemingly irrec-
oncilable ethnic and cultural lines attests to the mystery and
power lying at the source of myth, the human psyche. .. From
Lapland to Patagonia, from the Paleolithic to today, the arche-
types activated during shamanic ordeals and exaltations are

astonishingly similar.!

. We know very little about the human psyche, which is to admit that
* we know very little about ourselves, let alone hyperspace. The inner
ensions remain largely terra incognita, despite a million descriptions
them by a cross-cultural spectrum of observers throughout history.
addition to constituting the Upper and Lower Worlds of shamanism,
his realm is the Pleroma of the gnostics, the astral plane of occultism,
the bardo realms of Tibetan Buddhism, the Eternal Dreamtime of the
Australian aborigines, the unconscious psyche of modern psychology,
d the heavens and hells of fundamentalist sects worldwide. The list

comparison. For the purposes of this discussion it is sufficient to
owledge that these are all descriptions of hyperspace, the inner
isions accessed by consciousness.

uman beings incarnated in physical bodies on planet Earth,

have evolved a belief system called “cqnsensus reality”)to facilitate

ment about our experience here. Out of this belief system we
agreed to create finer distinctions, such as “subjectivity” and







